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About the Journal
The Indian Journal of Electoral Studies (IJES) is a peer-reviewed quarterly 
journal dedicated to advancing scholarly research and data-driven analysis 
of electoral processes in India and democracies around the world. It 
publishes original research papers/articles, constituency analyses, data briefs, 
policy discussions, reports, notes and reviews, with the aim of providing 
comprehensive insights into the changing dynamics of democratic 
participation and electoral governance. In doing so, the Journal aspires to 
strengthen electoral processes, support democratic resilience and foster 
rigorous research by serving as a rich and enduring knowledge resource in 
the field of electoral studies.

Aims & Scope
The journal publishes original research and analytical contributions in:

	» Electoral democracy, Electoral systems, comparative studies, 
international standards, delimitation, election planning, capacity 
building and best practices.

	» Electoral roll, voter registration, polling station administration.
	» Inclusion of women, youth, persons with disabilities, senior citizens, 

non-residents, service personnel and marginalised communities. 
	» Technology, digital innovation and artificial intelligence in electoral 

processes and applications and regulation. 
	» Voter education, civic awareness and the role of media and social 

media during elections. 
	» Electoral campaigns, political party governance, election expenditure 

and political finance.
	» Electoral administration, Election Management Bodies, institutional 

design and emerging challenges.
	» Electoral reforms, dispute resolution and electoral laws. Risk 

management, support and strengthen democratic resilience. 
	» Electoral integrity, codes of conduct, election observation and public trust. 
	» Voter behaviour, turnout, constituency analytics, electoral data, spatial 

mapping and representation.
Publication Schedule

Issue 1 Jan–Mar  →   Published April
Issue 2 Apr–Jun   →   Published July
Issue 3 Jul–Sep   →   Published October
Issue 4 Oct–Dec   →   Published January

Contact
Editor, Indian Journal of Electoral Studies
Indiastat Journals
An Imprint of Datanet India Pvt Ltd
Submissions: submissions@indiastatjournals.in
Editorial: editors@indiastatjournals.in
Website: https://ijes.indiastatjournals.in
Address: D-100, First Floor, Okhla Industrial Area, Phase I, New Delhi  
110020, India.
Manuscript Categories

Category Word Limit 
(Including references)

Research Articles 4,000–8,000
Constituency Analytics 3,000–5,000
Data Briefs & Visual Insights 2,000–3,000
Review Essays & Policy Notes 2,000–4,000
Election Concepts 1,500–2,500
Book Reviews 800–1,200
Letters to the Editor upto 500

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE AUTHORS
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Published by: Indiastat Journals | An Imprint of Datanet India Pvt. Ltd.

APA Citations
APA 7th edition citations require the author’s last name and year for 
in-text citations (e.g., Smith, 2020) and a detailed reference list entry 
at the end, including Author, A. A. (Year). Title of work. Publisher/
Source. URL. Key updates include listing up to 20 authors in references, 
removing publisher locations and using “et al.” for three or more authors. 

In-Text Citations Examples
	» One Author: (Smith, 2020) or Smith (2020). 
	» Two Authors: (Smith & Jones, 2020) or Smith and Jones (2020). 
	» Three or More Authors: (Smith et al., 2020) or Smith et al. (2020). 
	» Group/Organization: (World Health Organization [WHO], 2020).

Reference List Examples
	» Book: Miller, C. A. (2015). Nursing for wellness in older adults (5th 

ed.). Wolters Kluwer. 
	» Journal Article: Bhroin, N. N., Sand, S., & Rasmussen, T. (2021). 

Indigenous journalism, media innovation and social change. 
Nordicom Review, 42(2), 185-206. https://doi.org/10.2478/nor-
2021-0050. 

	» Webpage: Johnson, A. (2018, May 24). “It doesn’t need to be this 
way”: The promise of specialised early intervention in psychosis 
services. IEPA. https://iepa.org.au/network-news/it-doesnt-need-
to-be-this-way-the-promise-of-specialised-early-intervention-in-
psychosis-services/

Key Formatting Rules
	» Hanging Indent: The first line is flush left and subsequent lines are 

indented by 0.5 inches. 
	» Sentence Case: Capitalize only the first word of the title, subtitle and 

proper nouns in article or book titles. 
	» Italics: Italicize the title of books and journals. 
	» DOIs/URLs: Present as clickable links (e.g., https://doi.org/...).

Submission Guidelines
Manuscript Checklist

	» Separate title page (with all author details)
	» Anonymous main manuscript (no identifying information)
	» Abstract: 150–200 words  •  Keywords: 5–7
	» Numbered tables and figures with titles and sources
	» Complete reference list (APA 7th Edition)

Formatting at a Glance
All research manuscripts undergo peer review.

Font EB Garamond preferred. Arial / Times New 
Roman acceptable. 11 pt

Line Spacing 1.15–1.2
Margins Standard A4
Alignment Justified
Citations APA 7th Edition
Language English (British/Indian usage)
Numerals Lakhs/crores  (not millions/billions)

Peer Review Process
01 Initial editorial screening
02 Plagiarism check  (max. 10% similarity)
03 Review by two independent experts
04 Author revision (if required)
05 Final editorial decision

Decisions: Accept  •  Minor Revision  •  Major Revision  •  Reject
Average review timeline: 8–12 weeks.
Article Processing Charges (APCs)
No Article Processing Charges (APCs) are levied by the journal; publication 
is entirely free of cost for authors.
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AUTHOR DECLARATION FORM
To be submitted along with the manuscript   •   Indian Journal of Electoral Studies (IJES)

Ethics & Integrity Copyright & Licensing Research Article Structure

Manuscript Requirements

	» Original, unpublished work only
	» No simultaneous submissions elsewhere
	» Proper citation of all sources
	» Disclose funding and conflicts of interest
	» Ethical approval secured where applicable

Plagiarism Policy

Similarity must not exceed 10% (excluding 
references). Plagiarism, self-plagiarism, 
fabrication or falsification leads to immediate 
rejection.

	» Authors retain copyright of published work
	» Journal holds first publication rights
	» Non-commercial academic reuse with 

citation
	» Authors responsible for third-party 

permissions
Data Transparency

	» Cite all datasets with source, version and 
year

	» Ensure anonymisation where applicable
	» Provide replication files where feasible

Letters to the Editor

Upto 500 words  •  Evidence-based  •  Non-
partisan. Selected letters published at the 
Editor’s discretion.

1.	 Title
2.	 Abstract (150–200 words)
3.	 Keywords (5–7)
4.	 Introduction
5.	 Review of Literature
6.	 Methodology
7.	 Data Analysis / Discussion
8.	 Findings
9.	 Conclusion
10.	References
Author Details  (end of ms)

	» Full name, designation and institution
	» Email address
	» Passport-size colour photo (separate file)
	» Social media handles (optional)

Multiple-author papers: identified by lead author only.

1. Manuscript Details
Title of Manuscript:
___________________________________________________
Type of Submission:

	 Research Article
	 Constituency Analytics
	 Data Brief / Visual Insights
	 Review Essay / Policy Note
	 Understanding Elections (Concept Note)
	 Book Review  /  Letter to the Editor
	 Others

2. Author Information

Corresponding Author Name: ___________________________

Institutional Affiliation:  ________________________________

Designation:   ________________________________________

Email Address:   ______________________________________

Contact Number:   ____________________________________

Social Media Handle(s) (optional):  _______________________

Photograph enclosed:

	 Passport-size colour photograph attached as separate file
3. Declaration of Originality
I/We hereby declare that:
1.	 The manuscript is original and has not been published previously.
2.	 The manuscript is not under simultaneous consideration elsewhere.
3.	 All authors have made substantial intellectual contributions.
4.	 All data, tables, figures and references are properly acknowledged.
5.	 The manuscript contains no plagiarism, fabrication or falsification.
6.	 Permissions for any copyrighted material have been obtained.
7.	 Ethical approval (where required) has been secured.
4. Conflict of Interest

	 The authors declare no conflict of interest.
	 The authors disclose the following:

Details: ____________________________________________

5. Funding Statement
	 This research received no specific funding from any agency.

	 This research was supported by:

Details: ____________________________________________

6. Copyright Agreement
Upon acceptance, the authors grant the journal first publication 
rights while retaining copyright. The published article may be used 
for non-commercial academic purposes with proper citation.

7. Author Signatures

Name of Author Signature Date

Use additional sheet for more than four authors.

For Office Use Only

Manuscript ID

Date Received

Plagiarism Check   Yes       No

Similarity Index _______%

Editor Assigned

Submit signed form as scanned PDF to: 
submissions@indiastatjournals.in
Unsigned manuscripts will not be processed for review.
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SUBMISSION DEADLINE

Rolling submissions 
accepted on an ongoing 

basis.

The Indian Journal of Electoral Studies invites original, unpublished research papers and analytical contributions for its forthcoming 
issues. The journal provides a non-partisan, scholarly platform for the rigorous study of electoral processes, institutions, laws and 
democratic practices in India, with scope for comparative and international perspectives.

Scholars, researchers, election officials, policymakers and practitioners committed 
to strengthening democratic discourse through rigorous and ethical scholarship are 
warmly encouraged to contribute.

Submission Guidelines

Formatting

Themes & Areas of Interest
(Indicative, not exhaustive)

	» Electoral democracy, Electoral 
systems, comparative studies, 
international standards, delimitation, 
election planning, capacity building 
and best practices.

	» Electoral roll, voter registration, 
polling station administration.

	» Inclusion of women, youth, persons 
with disabilities, senior citizens, 
non-residents, service personnel and 
marginalised communities. 

	» Technology, digital innovation and 
artificial intelligence in electoral 
processes and applications and 
regulation. 

	» Voter education, civic awareness and 
the role of media and social media 
during elections. 

	» Electoral campaigns, political party 
governance, election expenditure and 
political finance.

	» Electoral administration, Election 
Management Bodies, institutional 
design and emerging challenges.

	» Electoral reforms, dispute resolution 
and electoral laws. Risk management, 
support and strengthen democratic 
resilience. 

	» Electoral integrity, codes of conduct, 
election observation and public trust. 

	» Voter behaviour, turnout, 
constituency analytics, electoral data, 
spatial mapping and representation.

Types of Submissions

Category Word Limit
(Including references)

Research Articles 4,000–8,000
Constituency 
Analytics 3,000–5,000

Data Briefs & Visual 
Insights 2,000–3,000

Review Essays & 
Policy Notes 2,000–4,000

Election Concepts 1,500–2,500
Book Reviews 800–1,200
Letters to the Editor upto 500

How to Submit
Online at:
https://ijes.indiastatjournals.in
Or send Manuscripts at:
submissions@indiastatjournals.in
Editorial queries: 
editors@indiastatjournals.in
Website: https://ijes.indiastatjournals.in
Submit manuscripts in MS Word 
format. Authors must provide full name, 
designation, institutional affiliation, 
email address and a recent passport-size 
photograph.

Manuscript Requirements
	» Submissions must be original and 

not under consideration elsewhere
	» Manuscript should conform to the 

journal’s style sheet
	» Include abstract (150–200 words) 

and 5–7 keywords
	» Numbered tables and figures with 

titles and data sources
	» Complete reference list in APA 7th 

Edition
	» Separate title page (with author 

details); anonymous main 
manuscript

Ethics & Integrity
	» Research articles undergo editorial 

screening and peer review
	» Peer review for all research articles
	» Plagiarism similarity must remain 

below 10%
	» Authors must disclose any conflict 

of interest
	» Data used must be verifiable and 

properly cited
	» No simultaneous submission to 

other journals

Font
EB Garamond preferred. 
Arial / Times New 
Roman acceptable. 11 pt

Spacing 1.15–1.2

Alignment Justified

Citations APA 7th Edition

Language English (Indian usage)

Numerals Lakhs / crores

Peer Review Process

01 Initial editorial screening

02 Plagiarism check

03 Review by two independent 
experts

04 Author revision (if required)

05 Final editorial decision

Average review timeline: 8–12 weeks

Article Processing Charges (APCs)
No Article Processing Charges (APCs) are 
levied by the journal; publication is entirely 
free of cost for authors.


